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A Aim and Obijectives of the International Leadership
Research Forum in Early Childhood Education

* to provide a learning space to bring together those interested in early childhood leadership research from
around the world.

* To learn from each other through the sharing of ideas, knowledge, and experiences about the work of
educational leaders.

* |t presents opportunities for members to ask questions, engage in critical reflection and provide
constructive feedback. It is anticipated that engaging in collaborative research and writing will enable the
generation of new knowledge and understandings about leadership in ECE.

* Since its establishment in 2011, members have attempted to meet face-to-face at least once a year.

* |tis anticipated that these gatherings will include a mix of learning strategies including presentation of
current research, development of new international research proposals and opportunities to visit and
interact with educational leaders in the host country.

* These gatherings also provide networking opportunities for novice and experienced ECE leadership
researchers to meet and discuss matters of common interest.



% ILRF EC team

Founder and Honorary President of ILRF

* Eeva Huijala, Professor emerita, University of Tampere

* Elina Fonsén, University of Jyvaskyla, Chair of the ILRF-EC team
* Leena Halttunen, University of Jyvaskyla
e Karin Hognestad, University of South-Eastern Norway

* Marit Bge, University of South-Eastern Norway

Advisory board

Manjula Waniganayake, Macquarie University, Australia

Jillian Rodd, Bristol, England

Petra Strehmel, Hamburg University of Applied Sciences, Germany
Nkidi Caroline Phatudi, UNISA, University of South Africa



(4 [LRF EC Conferences

1. ILRF 2011 Tampere, Finland
ILRF 2012 Porto, Portugal

ILRF 2013 Sydney, Australia
ILRF 2014 Trondheim, Norway
ILRF 2015 Savonlinna, Finland
ILRF 2017 Hamburg, Germany
ILRF 2019 Pretoria, South Africa
ILRF 2022 Baku, Azerbaijan
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ILRF 2024 Jyvaskyla, Finland

10.ILRF 2026 University of South-Eastern Norway ! Celebrating, ILRF EC 15 years !




A ILRF EC Publications

Huijala, E., Waniganayake, M. & Rodd, J. (Eds) (2013) Researching Leadership in Early Childhood Education

https://ilrfec.org/publication/researching-leadership-in-early-childhood-education/

Woaniganayake, M., Rodd, J. & Gibbs, L. (Eds.). (2015). Thinking and Learning about Leadership: Early childhood research
from Australia, Finland and Norway. Research Monograph #2. Sydney: Community Child Care Cooperative NSW.

https://ilrfec.org/publication/thinking-and-learning-about-leadership-early-childhood-research-from-australia-finland-and-
norway/

Strehmel, P., Heikka, J., Hujala, E., Rodd, J. & Waniganayake, M. (Eds.). (2019). Leadership in Early Education in Times of
Change. Research from Five Continents. Toronto: Budrich.

https://ilrfec.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Leadership-in-Early-Education-in-Times-of-
Change 9783847412243 PDF.pdf

Modise, M., Phatudi, N., & Phala, T. Boe, M., Heikka, J., Fonsén, E., (Eds.) Global Leadership in Early Childhood Education (in review
HUP Helsinki University Press) (2022/2023)


https://ilrfec.org/publication/researching-leadership-in-early-childhood-education/
https://ilrfec.org/publication/thinking-and-learning-about-leadership-early-childhood-research-from-australia-finland-and-norway/
https://ilrfec.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Leadership-in-Early-Education-in-Times-of-Change_9783847412243_PDF.pdf

[’ Discourses of leadership in the
M diverse field of early childhood
education - research group

April 21st 2017: The founding meeting of research group
at University of South Africa,

Pretoria, South Africa
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% Discourse research group’s publications

* Fonsén, E., Varpanen, J., Strehmel, P, Kawakita, M., Inoue, C., Marchant, S., Modise, M., Szecsi, T. & Halpern, C. (2019) International review of ECE
leadership research - Finland, Germany, Japan, Singapore, South Africa and the United States under review. Teoksessa P. Strehmel, J. Heikka, E.
Hujala, J. Rodd & M. Waniganayake (Toim.) Leadership in Early Education in Times of Change. Research from five Continents. Opladen-Berlin-Toronto:
Verlag Barbara Budrich, 253-276.

* Fonsén, E., Varpanen, J., Kupila, P. & Liinamaa, T. (2021). Johtajuuden diskurssit varhaiskasvatuksessa - valta ja vastuu johtajuuden jasentajina.
[Leadership discourses in Early Childhood Education — power and responsibility as constituents of leadership] Sosiologia [Sociology] 58(1), 54—69.

In review:

* Fonsén, E., Szecsi, T., Kupila, P, Liinamaa, T., Halpern, C. & Repo, M. Teachers’ pedagogical leadership in early childhood education in Finland and the
United States. Educational Research (in review)

* Kupila, P, Fonsén, E. & Liinamaa, T. Expectations of leadership in the changing context of Finnish early childhood education. Expectations of
leadership in the changing context. Teaching and Teacher Education. (in review)

In process:

*  Fonsén, E., Selamat, S. & Ruohola, V. Pedagogical leadership in early childhood education in Finland and Singapore: Changes in leadership discourses
during the COVID-19 pandemic

* Fonsén, E., Ruohola, V., Modise, M., Mampane, S., Phatudi, N., Kupila, P,, Liinamaa, T. & Awad, H. Case studies of Early Childhood Education leaders’

leadership discourses during the pandemic time in South Africa and Finland




An other book project in process:

E. Fonsén, R. Ahtiainen, K-M. Heikkinen, L. Heikonen, P. Strehmel & E. Tamir (Eds.) Leadership, work and pedagogy in
early childhood education during times of crises. Verlag Barbara Budrich.

New book from Baku conference?

Editors?
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